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History/Community Character
Newfield, bordered on the north by Parsonsfield, on the east by Limerick, on the south
by Acton and Shapleigh and on the west by the New Hampshire state line, is one of the
smallest towns in both area and population in York County. Newfield is part of the five
"Ossipee Towns" contained in a tract of land bounded by the Great and Little Ossipee
Rivers and the Saco River. These Ossipee Towns were sold in 1668 to Francis Small of
Kittery by the Indian Captain Sandy for the price of two Indian blankets, two gallons of
rum, two pounds of powder, four pounds of musket balls, and twenty strings of beads.
In 1711, an undivided interest in the land was transferred to Small's son. In 1770, Small's
heirs were assigned the land included between the Ossipee Rivers, except for Parsonsfield
and half of Limerick.
According to a 1778 survey, the town included 14,583 acres and was called Washington
Plantation. This was enlarged by an annexation of between 600 and 800 acres in 1846
from the Town of Shapleigh. Settlers began coming into the area, mainly to farm.
Nathaniel Doe came in the year 1777. In the same year Zebulon Libby and Paul
MacDonald cleared land and sowed crops of winter rye, returning to Washington
Plantation to settle with their families. Mary Libby, Zebulon's daughter, was the first
white child born in the settlement. The community's first minister, Reverend John Adams,
arrived by oxcart from Durham, New Hampshire, in 1780. He established the First
Congregational Church in town, without a meeting house. Adams Pond, now called Rock
Haven Lake was originally named for Reverend John Adams.
During the American Revolution and the War of 1812, guards, or "pickets," were stationed
on the high hill overlooking the present Newfield village. This is how Picket Mountain
acquired its name. Many of Newfield's early settlers came here from service in the
American Revolution to establish farms. Elisha Ayer moved to Newfield in 1790; he was
the principle proprietor of Washington Plantation. Washington Plantation was growing
and the first village school was established in 1791 and taught by a Baptist minister,
Reverend Shubael Tripp.
Besides farming, logging was also an early means of livelihood. Since 1879 the old
Moulton Mill has been located at the corner in Newfield where Routes 11 and 110 meet.
This was at one time an "up and down" sawmill. The Moulton family has owned the
business since 1879, when they bought it from David Libby. Today the saw mill is no
longer operational the lumberyard is now located across the road, slightly north of the
original and away from Branch Brook.
On February 26, 1794, Washington Plantation was incorporated as the town of Newfield
by an act of the Massachusetts Legislature. The first town election was held less than six
weeks later at the home of Nathaniel B. Doe.
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Newfield experienced its greatest prosperity during the 19th Century. The Little Ossipee
River provided a continuous and abundant source of water power as well as a series of
waterfalls that provided excellent sites for mills. In the 1850s Newfield village on the Little
Ossipee River had a sawmill, shingle mill, planing mill, threshing mill, carding mill, and two
grist mills, as well as four carriage factories.
Logging and lumbering were important to supply a number of growing businesses. A
foundry operated by Jeremiah Emery produced plows and all kinds of tools made from cast
iron. From the site of the foundry, a short road connected Route 11 to Bridge Street. This
road was lined with shops and called "Ram Cat Alley". Along the Little Ossipee River, at the
Newfield - Shapleigh town line, there were several sawmills, an iron furnace, a woolen mill,
and a paper and board factory. Mining also had some importance and had been started as
early as 1792. Both silver and iron were mined by the Washington Mining Company
for a short period of time. In the late 1830s, 3,000 pounds of iron were being mined and
sent to Boston daily. The Industrial Revolution and assembly means of production,
however, caused an economic decline in Newfield and many businesses closed or were
sold. Evidence of these old businesses still remains.
Many Newfield establishments catered to summer tourists in the late 1800s and early 1900s.
Among these were Mirror Lake Farm, Shady Nook Farm and the Maples, also known as
Ossipee River House. Guests came from Boston and other cities for a healthful vacation in
the country at reasonable rates. Fun was available at the Ramshackle Park across Route 11
from Rock Haven Lake, where horses were raced around a half-mile track. The park opened
in 1887 and operated for about a dozen years. Today, the Fisher family has re established a
business on the Ramshackle Park area for boarding and training racehorses.
The great Fire of 1947 devastated the Town of Newfield. Sixty percent of the town's
evaluation and 80% of its land was lost in flames. Two men died. The town hall and all town
records were lost as well as the West Newfield Grade School, the Ethan Stone High School,
the Methodist church and the Post Office. Many old and beautiful farms were destroyed.
More then 40 permanent homes of residents were lost.
After the 1947 fire, inexpensive land was readily available. Soon after the fire, the state of
Maine acquired land to establish Newfield Wildlife Management Area. The deeds for the
initial acquisition of land totaling 2,247 acres were signed in the fall of 1951. Roland Cobb,
Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Game at that time, accepted the land for IFG,
"having found that the public need requires the taking of land for the purpose of
establishing, erecting and operation of a game management area." IFG is now called
DIFW, Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife.
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Between 1975 and 1980, additional contiguous acres were acquired thanks to the efforts of a retired
game warden named Vernon Walker. It was after this purchase, in August of 1985, that the Newfield
Wildlife Management Area was renamed the Vernon S. Walker Wildlife Management Area
(VWWMA). Today in 2011, the acreage totals 5000+ acres situated in both Newfield and Shapleigh.
Activities available in the VWWMA area are enjoyed by many visitors. Opportunities for hiking,
fishing, kayaking, hunting, bird watching, horseback riding, skiing and snowmobiling are enjoyed
in this area. A variety of plants and animals can be found in the Wildlife Management Area.
Eighteen or more species of rare moths and butterflies have been found in portions of this area.
There are various species of furbearing small game, migratory game and big game for sportsmen
and nonsportsmen to enjoy.
At the time of the fire of 1947, any fire was reported to the local switchboard operator, Doris
Hannaford. She called residents to try to get them to help fight the fire. After the 1947
devastation, residents mobilized to form a fire fighting organization. Mahlon Staples became fire
warden in 1948. He donated land to the town of Newfield next to the current Merryland Ridge
Church. A fire station was erected at that location in 1953. On March 4, 1954, the Newfield
Volunteer Fire Department was incorporated. In 1955 a second fire station was built in West
Newfield in the building that is currently the recycling facility. Fire fighting equipment was
acquired through various fund raising efforts. One of the first vehicles was the army truck
"Bertha" and another was a 1939 Chevy pumper. There have been numerous fire chiefs
appointed over the years since its conception. A mutual aid agreement for fire protection was
established with neighboring towns. In 1994 a new public safety building was built to house the
Newfield Fire Department and the Newfield Rescue squad on land generously donated by the
Moulton family. The Newfield Fire Department has grown over the years and has upgraded its
fire-fighting equipment as needed.
Ambulance service in Newfield at one time consisted of Dr. Marion Moulton taking patients to
the hospital in her station wagon. In the 1950s through most of the 1970s, the Dockendorff
Funeral Home provided ambulance service. In 1970 a law was passed requiring that licensed
ambulance attendants accompany any ambulance. Newfield complied by sending 5 people from
the Fire Department to a 10-week course given at Nasson College. These first trainees were
Dick McGlincey, Allen Moulton, Dick Calnan, Harold Tuttle, and Clint Reed (then Fire Chief).
After years of efforts to create a Rescue Squad, in 1977 Dick McGlincey learned of a 1970
ambulance for sale in Rochester, New Hampshire. Dr. Moulton agreed to advance the
$2,000 to buy it. At a packed Special Town Meeting early in 1977, the town approved a
warrant to raise $2,500 to repay Dr. Moulton and to start a Rescue Squad. A grassroots
effort led to more training of volunteers, improvements to the ambulance and a bay for it in
the West Newfield Fire House, bylaws, and insurance - and the Rescue Squad was
incorporated and registered by the end of 1977. In the next decades came training of
volunteers as EMT's (Newfield's is the only all-volunteer squad in the region) and fundraising
to buy newer equipment so that eventually there was a backup ambulance and a squad truck
for tools. Throughout, Dick McGlincey has served as Chief of the Rescue Squad. The Squad
moved to the Newfield Public Safety Building in 1994.
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Newfield is the home of 19th Century Willowbrook Village, a museum founded by Donald
King, which has made its home in Newfield for 40 years. The museum exhibits over 40
carriages and sleighs, a working 1894 Armitage Herschell carousel, two historic houses and a
variety of displays that provide a look at the many trades that flourished in this region prior to
the Industrial Revolution. Willowbrook's Amos Straw Country Store, Sandwich Shop, and Ice
Cream Parlor provide a pleasant place for visitors and locals to shop and eat.
In 2011 Newfield may be characterized as both a bedroom commuter town for surrounding
metropolitan areas, while at the same time being a rural employment center in its own right.
For the most part Newfield's businesses employ 1-10 people and many are family
enterprises. Businesses in town include: farms, forestry trades, building contractors,
professional offices, light industrial trades, family retail stores, and automobile services.
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Population
The Past
Newfield's population has increased steadily over the past 10 years. According to the most recent census Newfield’s
2010 population was 1522; this number reflects a 14.6% increase over the 2000 population of 1328. In an estimate
prepared by the Environmental Systems Research Institute (ESRI) based on 2010 census data Newfield is projected
to have 1545 residents by 2016 a further increase of 1.5%.
This growth trend hasn't always been the case. The town was experiencing a significant population decrease each
year throughout the late 1800's until the mid-1900's. This loss in population was in large part due to residents
seeking employment in the larger industrialized towns such as Sanford, Biddeford, Saco, and the Greater Portland
area. Another factor which played a role was Westward Expansion -- the drive to move out to the newly settled
western territories. Population in Newfield peaked in 1850 at 1,418 residents. This number steadily declined until a
low of 319 residents was reached in 1960. The population has increased steadily since the 1960's, primarily as a
result of the desire of many people to return to living in rural areas. This change was stimulated in part by the rural
housing program (Farmer's Home Administration), the increased ease of commuting to jobs in the larger towns,
and economic security of Southern Maine.
The Present
This increase in the desire to live in Newfield since the 1960's has led to a significant growth in in-migration (the
number of people moving into town minus those leaving), rather than natural growth (the number of births minus
the number of deaths) in town. During the decade 2001 to 2010 there were 123 births and 94 deaths, producing a
natural increase of 29 persons. The total population increase for this time period was 194. These figures indicate
that 165 of the new residents were a result of in-migration.
Historic Population Changes
1920-2010
Year

Population
1910
1920
1930
1940
1950
1960
1970
1980
1990
2000
2010

Source: U.S. Census
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Change
640
531
456
475
355
319
458
644
1042
1328
1522

0
-89
-75
19
-120
-36
139
186
398
286
194

Percent Change Average Annual Growth Rate
0
-14.3%
-1.43%
-14.1%
-1.41%
4.2%
0.42%
-25.3%
-2.53%
-10.1%
-1.01%
43.5%
4.35%
40.6%
4.06%
62.0%
6.20%
27.4%
2.74%
14.6%
1.46%
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Historical Population Trends
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Newfield’s 2010 population of 1522 surpassed its previous high of 1418 set in 1850. Newfield’s net growth 1850 to
2010 was 7.3%.
Newfield's average annual growth rate from 2000 to 2010 was 1.46%, compared with the .55% rate for York
County. In comparison to its neighboring towns, however, Newfield is growing at a comparable rate. The size of
the population in town, however, is much smaller than the five surrounding towns. The growth which it is
experiencing creates a greater effect on the town and its facilities.
Comparative Population Growth
Newfield and Surrounding Towns 1990 - 2010
Change 1990-2000
Change 2000-2010

Newfield
Limerick
Parsonsfield
Waterboro
Shapleigh
Acton
York County
State

1990
1,042
1,688
1,472
4,510
1,911
1,727
164,587
1,227,928

2000 Change
1,328
286
2,240
552
1,584
112
6,214
1,704
2,326
415
2,145
418
186,742
22,155
1,274,923
46,995

Average
Annual
Growth
Rate
2.74%
2.87%
0.74%
3.26%
1.98%
2.19%
1.27%
0.38%

Average Annual
2010 Change Growth Rate
1,522
194
2,892
652
1,898
314
7,693
1,479
2,668
342
2,447
302
197,131
10,389
1,357,134
82,211

1.46%
2.59%
1.82%
2.16%
1.38%
1.33%
0.54%
0.64%

Source: U.S. Census and S.M.R.P.C.

Population Growth Rates
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Newfield and Surrounding Towns 1990-2010
% Change 1990-2000
Waterboro
38%
Limerick
33%
Newfield
27%
Acton
24%
Shapleigh
22%
Parsonsfield
8%

% Change 2000-2010
Limerick
29%
Waterboro
24%
Parsonsfield
20%
Shapleigh
15%
15%
Newfield
Acton
14%

% Change 1990-2010
Waterboro
71%
Limerick
71%
Newfield
46%
Acton
42%
Shapleigh
40%
Parsonsfield
29%

When examining the 2000 and 2010 age group distributions given by the U.S. Census, a couple facts stand out. A
fairly sharp reduction in school aged children tempered by a smaller increase in those 5 and under and considerable
growth in the 45 and over groups. A point of interest is that the number of residents under the age of 45 fell 4.4%
from 818 to 782 while those 45 and over increased 45% from 510 to 740.
In 1980 the average age in Newfield was 32, by 2000 it was 39 and in 2010 it topped 44. The decade 2000 to 2010
has seen a demographic shift where those 45 and over have gone from representing 38.4% of the population to
48.6%.
Population Breakdowns
2000 – 2010
Total Population
2000 Census
Newfield
Total Population
Under 5 Years
5 to 9 Years
10 to 14 Years
15 to 19 Years
20 to 24 Years
25 to 34 Years
35 to 44 Years
45 to 54 Years
55 to 59 Years
60 to 64 Years
65 to 74 Years
75 to 84 Years
85 Years and over
Median age (years)
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1,328
76
93
107
110
47
147
238
218
75
67
93
39
18
39

Total Population
2010 Census
1,522
86
70
87
114
65
157
203
284
141
109
128
61
17
44.3
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2000-2010
Change
% Change
194
10
-23
-20
4
18
10
-35
66
66
42
35
22
-1
5

15%
13%
-25%
-19%
4%
38%
7%
-15%
30%
88%
63%
38%
56%
-6%
14%
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Age and sex breakdowns 2010, Newfield, York County, State of Maine

Total
0-4
5-9
10-14
15-19
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39
40-44
45-49
50-54
55-59
60-64
65-69
70-74
75-79
80-84
85+
Median

Newfield
York County
State of Maine
Male Female Male
Female Male
Female
773
749 96,076 101,055 650,056 678,305
41
45
5,303
5,008
35,767
33,753
41
29
5,853
5,480
38,081
36,035
44
43
6,267
6,026
40,495
38,158
52
62
6,455
6,430
45,541
42,769
37
28
5,372
5,410
40,426
39,220
29
34
5,085
5,155
36,145
36,536
46
48
5,240
5,366
35,662
36,281
49
43
5,943
6,165
39,302
40,603
63
48
6,931
7,118
44,957
46,514
69
68
8,293
8,562
52,861
54,758
72
75
8,282
8,700
54,129
56,827
68
73
7,373
8,044
49,861
52,580
54
57
6,467
6,720
44,361
45,229
44
37
4,544
4,921
31,432
33,582
25
22
3,202
3,729
22,234
25,403
19
16
2,414
3,101
17,338
21,556
16
10
1,776
2,656
12,125
18,274
6
11
1,366
2,734
9,339
19,797
43.9
44.6
41.8
44.1
41.5
43.8

Due to its large number of seasonal residents, Newfield experiences extreme population changes in the summer
months. It is estimated by SMRPC that of our approximately 1,100 housing units 402 are seasonal, adding a
seasonal population of 1410 which nearly doubles Newfield’s population to a little over 2900 residents. As our water
bodies, the primary draw for seasonal residents, are largely developed it can be expected that Newfield’s seasonal
population will remain relatively stable.
The Future
In making population projections, it must be made clear that all are based on assumptions, past trends and 10-year
old datum. Projections are based on the continuation of a trend between some point in the past and the present. In
1990 SMRPC had developed projections from 1990 to the year 2010 based upon three very different methods,
which gave high, medium, and low figures. Each of these methods assumed the continuation of trends from 1980
to 1990. Some factors which were taken into account were the annual number of building permits approved,
household size, in-migration, and vacancy rate. As the following table shows the numerical projections representing
the low end of the estimates proved very accurate, Newfield’s 2010 population being 1522 (U.S. Census).
Population Projections
1990-2010
1. Numerical Projections
2. Percent Projections
3. Rate Projections

1990
950
950
950

1995
1,090
1,150
1,160

*All projections rounded are to the nearest ten.
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2000
1,240
1,370
1,390

2005
1,380
1,580
1,170

2010
1,530
1,790
2,000

Source S.M.R.P.C.
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The assumptions behind all three projection types going forward are further explained below. For the purpose of
this plan the numerical projections -- based on actual population increase -- will be used.
1. Given that Newfield's population grew 194 people from 2000 to 2010, this is an average growth of 19.4 people
per year. The numerical projection assumes that Newfield will continue to grow by 19.4 people annually until the
year 2030. This method represents the low scale of the projections.
2. The average annual growth represents a growth rate of 1.46% per year. The percent projection assumes
Newfield's growth to be 1.46% annually until the year 2030. This method represents the middle projection.
3. The rate projection assumes that the growth rate of 1.46% will continue, and compounds on itself each year. This
method projects population to increase a certain percentage above the previous year’s population each year and
results in the highest projection.
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Population Projections
2010-2030

Population Projections
2010-2030
2100
2000
1900
1800
1700
1600
1500
2010

2015
Numerical

2020
Percent

2025

2030

Rate

These projections indicate that there will be continued moderate growth in Newfield’s population. If the last
decade’s trend for an older population continues into the future, new challenges for public services and facilities
may arise. An older population will be sending fewer kids to school and may lean more heavily on emergency
medical services.
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Local Economy
Introduction
Newfield’s economy and businesses within town are small and primarily agricultural and natural
resource based, with many of its residents working outside of the town in other sectors. According
to the 1981 Newfield Comprehensive Plan, the town’s businesses consisted of contractors,
professional offices, pottery shops, a lumber yard, realtors, restaurants, stores, greenhouses, gift
shops, handcrafts, farms, woodworking shops, cabinetmakers, as well as small engine and antique
shops. Since then, the town has been able to maintain its contractor based and industrial businesses.
Some of the main businesses in town include auto sales, a meat smoker manufacturer, several
lumber based businesses, a maple syrup product shop, and a small corner store. These businesses
reflect Newfield and its diverse economic history, keeping the town in touch with its agricultural and
natural resource based economy.
Historically, the forestry industry in Newfield has been one of the town’s economic drivers. Working
in conjunction with the grist mills in town in the 19th and 20th centuries, forest management and its
associated water-based manufacturing helped Newfield develop its economy. Today, with such a
large portion of land dedicated to the Farm & Forest zone, forest management and manufacturing
play a key role in Newfield’s local economy. The forestry and agriculture industry employs about 4%
of Newfield’s workforce as of 2016, up from 1% in 2010. As of 2016, the manufacturing sector
employed almost 14% of Newfield’s workforce – the third most amongst all sectors.
Newfield’s Employment Composition by Industry, 2016

Agricutlure, forestry, fishing, hunting, mining
Construction
Manufacturing
Wholesale trade
Retail trade
Transportation and warehousing, and utilities
Information

Newfield
York County
24 3.9% 1,069 1.0%
60 9.6% 7,388 7.1%
86 13.8% 12,837 12.4%
11 1.8% 2,642 2.5%
88 14.1% 13,659 13.2%
21 3.4% 3,574 3.4%
11 1.8% 2,117 2.0%

Maine
16,575
2.5%
44,921
6.9%
60,195
9.2%
15,000
2.3%
87,534 13.4%
24,491
3.8%
11,210
1.7%

Finance and insurance, real estate and rental
leasing

34

5.5%

6,810

6.6%

38,880

6.0%

Professional scientific, and management, and
administrative and waste management services

49

7.9%

9,059

8.7%

56,093

8.6%

157 25.2% 25,444 24.5% 180,704

27.7%

Educational services and health care and social
assistance
Arts, entertainment and recreation, and
accommodation and food services
Other services, except public administration
Public administration

37
32
12

5.9% 10,138
5.1% 4,523
1.9% 4,574

9.8%
4.4%
4.4%

58,956
29,847
28,232

9.0%
4.6%
4.3%

Source: ACS, 2016
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Workforce and Commuter Patterns
As the U.S. economy has changed over time, rural areas have seen manufacturing and other
production based businesses struggle due to more products being brought in from international
markets. The result has been a shift to jobs in the retail, service, and healthcare industries. In
southern Maine, these opportunities exist mostly in the Biddeford mall outlets on Route 1, and at
two major Southern Maine Healthcare facilities – one in Biddeford and one in Sanford. Although
Newfield’s location has enabled it to keep much of its manufacturing and forestry roots, the two top
sectors that employ the town’s residents are healthcare and educational services and retail trade,
employing 25.2% and 14.1% of Newfield’s workforce, respectively. Newfield’s contractor based
businesses are evident when looking at the 4th largest employment sector in town – construction,
which employs 9.6% of the town’s working residents.
Newfield’s construction and manufacturing base is proportionally larger than that of York County
and Maine as a whole. This is not a surprising trend considering Newfield’s close location to the
Biddeford and Saco urban area and the town’s employment base. Similarly the town’s entertainment
and recreation as well as public administration sectors are quite small. Tourism and government
services in Newfield
Newfield is one of southern Maine’s “bedroom communities” – or one in which residents use the
town for their desired rural lifestyle while working in more populated areas. According to 2015
American Community Survey (ACS) data, only about 2% of the town’s workforce (11 people)
worked within Newfield. Newfield is tied for 11th with Kennebunk and Portsmouth, New
Hampshire in the ranked list of locations where the town’s residents work. A partial list of
municipalities in which most Newfield residents work is below:
As illustrated in the table, most newfield residents work in Sanford, with other urban areas such as
Biddeford and Portland also atop the list. One of Southern Maine’s largest employers, jet engine
manufacturer Pratt & Whitney is located in North Berwick. This may explain the high number of
Newfield residents working in North Berwick and those that work in the manufacturing sector. The
Southern Maine Planning & Development Commission estimates that Pratt & Whitney employs
roughly 1,500 people.
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Education
ACS data on Newfield’s population reveals that it has become more educated since 2010. As
illustrated in the table below, the town’s residents with some college, but no degree, and an associate
degree increased. Other educational groups maintained relatively stable levels, with the exception of
those who are High school graduates or have a General Education Diploma (GED) or GED
equivalents, which decreased. Many jobs in the manufacturing and healthcare sectors (that employ
many Newfield residents) do not require four year degrees. In cases Associate’s degrees or
certificates are acceptable. These changes may reflect Newfield’s growing population of those 25 and
older during this time period.

Newfield Educational Attainment, 2010-2016
60.0%
50.0%
40.0%
30.0%
20.0%
10.0%
0.0%
Less than 9th
grade

9th to 12th
grade, no
diploma

High school Some college,
graduate or
no degree
GED equivalent
2010

Associate
degree

Bachelor's
degree

Graduate or
professional
degree

2016

Source: ACS, 2016
Note: This graph uses data only for Newfield’s population 25 years and older. That population increased from 1,025 in 2010 to 1,050 in 2016.

Employment
Newfield’s workforce has had relatively unstable employment levels in comparison to Maine and
York County. In 2012, the town’s unemployment rate spiked to nearly 11% - near double the state
and county levels. This could have occurred due to Newfield’s population increasing, industry shifts
or contractions as described earlier in this chapter, or for completely other reasons. The
unemployment rate has since come down closer to York County and Maine levels, being slightly
below them in 2016 with an unemployment rate of 4.7%. In 2016, Newfield had 1,246 residents
who were workforce eligible (age 16 and older) according to ACS data.
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Unemployment Rates, 2010-2016
12.0%
10.0%
8.0%
6.0%
4.0%
2.0%
0.0%
2010

2012
Newfield

2014
York County

2016

Maine

Source: ACS, 2016
Note: The unemployment rate is calculated using the number of people actively seeking employment. It does not account for workers
who have given up looking for employment opportunities or part time workers (whether retired or school-aged). The rate is the
number of those employed divided by the number seeking work.

Income & Earnings
The median household income for Newfield is approximately 80% of income for York County
residents as a whole. The most common indicators to measure income for a community are: median
household income, average household income, and per capita income (income per person). For each
of these values, Newfield is below the county value. However, this makes sense due to the rural
nature of Newfield and it’s relatively low cost of living in comparison to the rest of York County.
The American Community Survey indicates that incomes by 2022 will have grown by approximately
17%. Given recent income growth rates, this may be an optimistic outlook. When compared to
York County income averages, according to the ACS, Newfield had fewer residents making between
$15,000 and $24,999 a year and significantly more residents making between $25,000 and $34,999 a
year. In addition, Newfield had more residents making less than $75,000 a year (73.1% compared to
the county’s 68.4%) and fewer residents making more than $75,000 a year than York County (27.9%
compared to 37.7% county-wide). Overall Newfield has more “middle income” earners than York
County.
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York
County

Newfield
2016
Households by Income

York
County

Newfield

2016

2022

2022

Number

Percent

Number

Percent

Number

Percent

Number

Percent

<$15,000

62

9.70%

7,433

9.0%

48

6.90%

5,811

6.50%

$15,000 - $24,999

58

9.0%

7,763

9.40%

86

12.30%

5,721

6.40%

$25,000 - $34,999

136

21.20%

8,258

10.0%

82

11.70%

5,811

6.50%

$35,000 - $49,999

93

14.50%

11,315

13.70%

116

16.60%

9,297

10.40%

$50,000 - $74,999

113

17.6%

16,600

20.10%

139

19.90%

20,739

23.20%

$75,000 - $99,999

105

16.40%

12,058

14.60%

120

17.10%

17,074

19.10%

$100,000 - $149,999

54

8.40%

11,810

14.30%

84

12.0%

15,375

17.2%

$150,000 - $199,999

12

1.90%

3,799

4.60%

14

2.00%

5,632

6.30%

8

1.20%

3,469

4.20%

11

1.60%

4,023

4.50%

$200,000+
Median Household Income

$44,489

$59,132

$52,190

$70,451

Average Household Income

$57,577

$75,571

$67,663

$90,372

Per Capita Income

$25,728

$31,574

$28,210

$37,779

Source: 2016 data is from the American Community Survey, 2022 estimate is from Esri
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Housing
Introduction
Newfield is a small, rural community containing approximately 1,115 housing units. According to
the Maine State Housing Authority, a majority (1,001) of these units are single family units. The
remaining units are mobile homes and multi-family units, which have each seen growth in
Newfield’s housing stock from 2007 to 2016.
Growth Patterns
Newfield’s housing has been shaped predominantly by historical events and economic needs of the
town. During the American Revolution and the War of 1812, soldiers were stationed on Picket
Mountain overlooking present day Newfield Village. This resulted in the settlement of Newfield
Village and its adjacent farms after the war. The town’s large mill, Moulton Mill, was located at the
town center, where Routes 11 and 110 meet. Used as sawmill resource at one point, logging and mill
based production along the Little Ossipee River became the driving force of the town’s economy. In
the 1850’s the demand of goods and services by the mills in Newfield Village spurred the creation of
a road connecting the village and the town center. Eventually becoming lined with shops, this
stretch was known as “Ram Cat Alley” and drove housing construction in West Newfield and west
of Rock Haven Lake.
By the year 1900, the town had roughly 676 residents. The population would decline to a low of 319
in 1960, and gradually increase in the decades to follow. Decennial population increases from the
1970’s through 2010 helped housing opportunities grow and become more diverse. From 2011 to
2016 Newfield’s multi-family units nearly doubled from 24 to 44, and mobile home units grew from
41 to 70.
According to Newfield building permit data, single family home construction since 1997 has gone
through a boom and subsequently come back down to more normal levels. The “boom” occurred in
2003, when 52 homes were built. Since then single family home construction has returned to pre
2003 levels. This trend is outlined in comparison to neighboring towns in Table 1, below.
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Table 1
Year
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014

Single Family Home Building Permits Issued
Newfield Acton Limerick Parsonsfield Shapleigh
7
16
17
No data
15
9
28
17
18
18
11
20
19
9
23
14
19
No data
22
25
11
24
27
12
35
14
28
57
21
33
52
26
61
23
25
39
27
43
24
32
23
27
47
19
33
12
30
19
17
34
11
25
22
8
37
5
19
10
4
16
7
28
6
2
6
6
27
10
1
4
9
19
2
3
3
8
21
2
7
4
6
21
5
5
9
8
23
4
7
17

Source: City-Data

252 single family home building permits have been issued in the 18 year period from 1997 to 2014 in
Newfield. Although Newfield is the smallest town population wise of these five towns, it saw some
of the most growth in single family housing before the 2008 recession. These gains were comparable
to those of Limerick, which has twice the population of Newfield.
Current Conditions
Newfield had 1,001 single family housing units in 2016. This is the most common type of housing in
town. Of Newfield’s 1,115 total housing units in 2016, 464 were vacant, seasonal units. Many of
these seasonal units are concentrated around Newfield’s two main waterbodies: Rock Haven Lake in
West Newfield and Silver Lake in southeast Newfield. Future growth of Newfield’s housing stock is
expected to grow outside of these areas, as they are already largely developed. This will likely keep
seasonal population levels relatively stable.
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According to the American Community Survey (ACS),
in 2016, Newfield had 641 occupied housing units, most
of which were owner occupied (see Chart 1, to the
right). This ratio of owner to renter occupied is typical
of rural communities, as is Newfield’s larger percentage
(94%) of single family housing units. As a result of
growth in the first part of the 21st century, many
residents have lived in Newfield since the early 2000’s
or before. Having such a large portion of residents in
town for nearly 20 years is indicative of Newfield’s
small town character, and benefits the town’s housing
stock.

45% of
Newfield householders
have lived in town for
20 years or more*
Chart 1

*Source: ACS, 2016. A
householder is defined as the
head, or primary owner/renter of
a household

Town of Newfield Comprehensive Plan

Newfield’s housing stock is also relatively old. This can create
problems during the winter months when poorly insulated
homes are not able to retain heat, and someone must spend
more on oil, gas or wood. According to the ACS, 37% of
Newfield’s housing units were built before 1980, the year lead
based paint was prohibited.

Chapter 4: Housing

18 | P a g e

Primary Heating Source of All Newfield Housing Units, 2016
Oil or Kerosene
52%

Source: ACS, 2016

Wood
35%

Bottled, Tank or LP Gas
12%

Source: ACS, 2016

Housing Affordability
Affordable housing is defined as a residence for which a family/household whose income is equal to
or less than 80% of area median income (as published annually by the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development) pays no more than 30% of their income for mortgage principal, mortgage
interest, property taxes and property insurance or for monthly rent including utilities.
Affordable Housing in the Town of Newfield
Geography

Median Household Income

Newfield
$44,849
York County $59,132
Maine
$50,826

Source: ACS, 2016

80% of Median
Household Income
$35,879
$47,305
$40,660

Monthly Housing
Costs Affordable
to 80% of Median
Income
$897
$1,182
$1,016

Newfield’s rural nature keeps housing costs low relative to those in York County and Maine.
However, this presents a challenge for residents looking to work in town or in one of Newfield’s
surrounding communities. Although housing costs are lower in Newfield, wages and incomes will be
lower as well, leaving residents with a choice between commuting long distances for higher pay, or
staying local.
Town of Newfield Comprehensive Plan
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According to the Maine State Housing Authority (MSHA), Newfield ranked eighteenth out of the
twenty nine cities and towns in York County in home affordability. Using the Homeownership
Affordability Index, MSHA calculates the ratio of home price affordable at median income to
median home price. Newfield’s median home price is higher than its price affordable to median
income, so its index was considered unaffordable, at an index value of 0.88 in 2017.
Median Income and Home Prices, 2017
Geography
Newfield
York County
Maine

Source: MSHA

Affordable at Median
Income
$151,386
$212,364
$183,546

Income Needed for
Median Price
$46,867
$72,440
$57,089

Median Sale Price
$172,000
$255,000
$197,000

The income required to afford a home priced at $172,000 would be $46,867 annually, which is
$22.53 per hour for fulltime work. This means 56.7% of Newfield Households are unable to afford a
median priced home in town, according to MSHA data.
Unattainable Homes as a Percentage of Homes Sold in Newfield, 2017
Percent of Unattainable
Homes Sold
55%

Source: MSHA

Affordable Homes Sold

Unattainable Homes Sold

18

22

Rental Affordability in Newfield, 2016
Geography

Median Rental Costs

Newfield
York County
Maine

$822
$909
$790

Source: ACS

Occupied Rental Units
Paying 30% or more of
Household income on Rent
48.8%
48.8%
50.4%

Newfield’s median rental costs are lower than that of York County, but higher than these costs for
Maine as a whole. Although the median rental cost in Newfield is $75 per month lower than the rate
that was calculated as affordable at the beginning of this section, it should be noted median costs
may not be reflective of costs in the town as a whole, as this is not an average value.
Aging in Place
Maine is the oldest state in the country, with a median age of 44 years. As baby boomers, who were
the generation born after World War II through the 1960’s, begin to retire, planning for the elderly
in Newfield will be vital. Newfield’s median age is 52 years, several years older than both the Maine
state and York County average of 44.4 years. As the population begins to age, citizens in the
community may have difficulty driving to access vital services such as medical appointments and
basic shopping needs. The nearest healthcare facility to Newfield is Southern Maine Healthcare’s
Goodall Hospital in East Waterboro – a full sixteen and a half miles from Newfield.
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To address many of these concerns, Newfield is working to adopt an accessory dwelling unit
ordinance to allow for aging in place. As part of the ordinance, citizens of the Newfield will be able
to live in a detached structure from a primary residence, while still maintaining their independence.
This issue also goes beyond housing, and will encompass transportation (transit opportunities) and
land use (making town center areas more walkable and wheelchair accessible).
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Transportation
Newfield is located in northwestern York County, Maine. As stated in “Chapter 1 – Population”, its
2010 population was 1,522 with a projected 2016 population of 1,545. Newfield is a rural town, with
two major roadways: State Routes 110 and 11, each of which is federally classified as a Major/Urban
Collector road (see map 5-1 on next page). These two roads span between West Newfield, which
houses the Town Hall, and eastern Newfield, which has the Town Office, Fire Department and Line
Elementary School. The Maine Department of Transportation (MaineDOT) has a public works lot
on Route 11 in Shapleigh, 7 miles south of Newfield.
In terms of urban areas, Newfield is located 17 miles north-northwest of Sanford, 27 miles
northwest of Biddeford and Saco and 36 miles west of Portland, Maine’s largest city. Bordering
Wakefield, New Hampshire also makes Newfield close to Rochester and Somersworth, New
Hampshire urban areas. Newfield is also central to two of New England’s most frequented water
resources: Sebago Lake in Raymond, Maine and Lake Winnipesaukee in Wolfboro, New Hampshire.
Each lake is 30 miles from Newfield – Sebago to the northeast and Winnipesaukee to the west.
Roads
Acting as the primary mode of transportation in Newfield, vehicles provide access to basic services
for residents including employment, commerce, recreation and healthcare. Roads can be broken
down into three categories in Newfield: State Aid, State Highway and Townway roads. As illustrated
on Map 5-1, the minor collector, or State Aid roads are Maplewood Road and Bridge Street. These
two roads comprise 4.2 miles (9%) of Newfield’s 46.5 miles of public roadways. Their state aid
status means Newfield receives maintenance funding from MaineDOT for winter snow removal
costs. State Highways shown as major/urban
Newfield Road Commissioner Inventory
collectors on Map 5-1 run 10.42 miles (23%)
of Newfield’s road network, and local roads,
or townways make up the remainder of the
road network. Townways comprise 31.85
miles (68%) of Newfield’s road network.
Depending on the ownership, roads in
Newfield are maintained by the town or
MaineDOT. For Newfield’s major roads of
Routes 110, 11, Maplewood Road and Bridge
Street, maintenance is done by the
MaineDOT. The remaining 72.5% of roads
are local and therefore maintained by the
town. Newfield’s Road Commissioner lists
the roads maintained year round by the town,
listed to the right. This list includes local
roads and several private roads not shown on
Map 5-1.
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Map 5-1
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Currently, Newfield has no roadway capital improvement plan or mechanism to fund roadway
improvements. Going forward, the town will seek to partner with MaineDOT to conduct future
road analysis and needs using the Road Surface Management program.
In 2016, MaineDOT collected traffic counts at 16 locations in Newfield. The highest Annual
Average Daily Traffic (AADT) traffic volumes in Newfield were seen on Route 11. Route 11 at the
Limerick Town Line had the highest AADT, measuring in at 2,270. Moving from East to West, the
Route 11 and Bridge Street intersection had an AADT of 1,930. Two locations on Routes 11/110
(one just East, and one just West of Bond Spring Rd) had counts of 1,830 and 1,630, respectively. In
West Newfield, Route 110 West of Garland Road had an AADT of 1,110, while its western border
with Wakefield, New Hampshire had AADT of 870. These counts, and others are outlined below:
Location
Route 11 @ Limerick
Town Line

AADT
2,270

Route 11 West of
Bridge St
Route 11 East of Bond
Spring Rd
Route 110 West of
Bond Spring Rd
Route 110 West of
Garland Rd
Bridge St Southeast of
Route 11
Route 11 South of
Route 110 (Wakefield
Rd)

1,930

Route 110 @ NH State
Line

870

1,830
1,630
1,110
1,060
1,050

Location
Maplewood Rd
Northeast of Route
110
Elm St North of
Route 11
Shady Nook Rd West
of Route 11
Libby Rd NW of
Shady Nook Rd
Corson Rd North of
Route 110
Libby Rd South of
Route 110
South Effingham Rd
Northwest of Route
110

AADT
650

Elm St Northeast of
Spring St

230

430
400
330
280
270
250

Commuter Data
Newfield’s employment history dates back to its
19th century mills, logging industry, agricultural
and agritourism roots. Since then, it has been
characterized as both a bedroom commuter town
for surrounding areas, while at the same time
being a rural employment center. In 2015, the
U.S. Census estimated Newfield to have 506
employed residents. Of these, 99 (19.6%)
commuted to Sanford, 33 (6.5%) to Biddeford,
24 (4.7%) to Portland, 24 (4.7%) to North
Berwick, 20 (4%) to Shapleigh, 15 (3%) to
Waterboro, and 12 (2.4%) to each Scarborough,
Town of Newfield Comprehensive Plan
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Acton, and Rochester, New Hampshire. The next most common commuting destinations were
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, Wells, Kennebunk and Newfield (ranging from 2.2% to 1.6% of
commuters, respectively).
In terms of commute times, Newfield’s use as a bedroom community lends itself to lengthier
commutes. Between 2009 and 2016, workers traveling 60 or more minutes has been generally
increasing. Starting in 2009, the percentages of workers traveling 60 or more minutes increased from
18.2% to 38.7% in 2016. Even with roughly 7.4% of Newfield’s residents working from home,
average commute times hovered above 40 minutes from 2011 to 2016 (40 in 2011 and 44 in 2016),
increasing from 34 and 38 minutes in 2009 and 2010, respectively.
Bridges
Newfield has ten bridges, five are owned by the municpality, and five are owned by MaineDOT (see
map 5-1, above). MaineDOT inspects all Bridges and Minor Spans on public ways every two years in
accordance with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and MaineDOT's Bridge Management
Coding Guides. The inspections result in a Federal Sufficiency Rating (FSR) for each bridge, which is
calculated by analyzing the condition of each of the bridge's components, such as the deck, the
substructure and the superstructure. Table 5-1 describes the FSR scale.
2016 Journey to Work
FSR Range
90-100
80-89
70-79
60-69
50-59

Condition Description
Excellent
Very Good
Good
Satisfactory
Fair

FSR Range
40-49
30-39
20-29
1-19
0

Condition Description
Poor
Serious
Critical
Imminent Failure
Failed

The only bridge that falls below Satisfactory condition is Moultons Mill Bridge, which spans a river
channel at the southern base of Rock Haven Lake and has an FSR of 53.7. Each of the other bridges
had ratings between 67 and 96.5. A full inventory of Newfield’s bridges listing materials, age,
inspection dates and other information can be found at:
http://www.maine.gov/mdot/bridges/docs/bridgereports/Newfield.pdf
Safety
As a rural community, Newfield sees minimal traffic flows making its road network relatively safe.
MaineDOT collects crash data across the state, compiling it into their online database. It includes
what MaineDOT classifies as “High Crash Locations” or HCLs. To qualify as an HCL, an
intersection or stretch of road must exceed eight or more traffic crashes and a Critical Rate Factor
(CRF) greater than 1.0 in a three-year period. A CRF is a statistic measure to determine the expected
crash rate as compared to similar intersections in Maine. Since 2003, Newfield hasn’t had any HCLs
in its road network.
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The number of vehicle crashes in Newfield are also low. In the last ten years, the town saw a peak of
30 crashes in 2009, and a low of 15 crashes in 2013. Since 2014, Newfield’s number of vehicle
crashes have been on the decline. MaineDOT classifies passenger injury into five categories. From
best to worst condition they are: no injury, possible injury, non-incapacitating injury, incapacitating
injury and fatality. As many crashes will involve more than 1 driver and passenger(s), the number of
injury reports is always higher than the number of crashes. Since 2008, Newfield’s 328 injury reports
yielded only 2 fatalities (0.61%), with 9 (2.74%) incapacitating injuries, 18 (5.49%) nonincapacitating, 47 (14.33%) possible injuries and 252 (76.83%) reporting no injury.

Vehicle Crashes in Newfield and Neighboring Towns
70

60

50

40

30

20

10

0

2008

2009

2010
Newfield

2011
Parsonsfield

2012

2013
Limerick

2014
Shapleigh

2015

2016

2017

Acton

*Note: Waterboro has vehicle crashes in the hundreds, and was left out of this graph for sizing and clarity purposes. Source: MaineDOT

Public Transportation
Newfield has very limited public transportation opportunities. York County Community Action
Corporation (YCCAC) operates a demand-response transportation service in the region. On
Tuesdays, YCCAC runs weekly local rides to Shapleigh and Acton. Its website states that by calling
ahead, residents in Newfield may be able to be added to a neighboring schedule with appropriate
notice. The number for YCCAC’s weekly local rides is (207) 324-5762. Office hours are MondayFriday 7:30AM to 4:30PM.
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Airports
The nearest Airport to Newfield is in Northwestern Acton. Privately owned airport Buzzy’s Field
has a runway that spans 1,650 feet. The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) has provided no
other information on Buzzy’s Field. Other Airfields in the region include: Sanford, Biddeford and
Fryeburg all being General Aviation and of various sizes.
Trails & Recreation Opportunities
Newfield offers many activities in its Vernon S. Walker Wildlife Management Area (VWWMA),
located just outside the town’s southeastern boundary with Shapleigh. It offers many amenities such
as hiking, fishing, kayaking, hunting, bird watching, horseback riding, skiing and snowmobiling. The
most prominent trail is the 2.1 mile Knox Mountain trail which begins across Route 11 from Hicks
Road’s westernmost entry.
New Hampshire’s Province Mountain, located in Wakefield summits in Parsonsfield after taking the
moderately rated trail for 1.8 miles. It gains 636 feet in elevation throughout the duration of the hike.
Outside of the VWWMA, the Francis Small Heritage Trust has land available to the public for bird
watching and walking off of Bridge Street. Newfield also has local snowmobile clubs that are
comprised of members from the Newfield and Limerick area. These groups have permission to use
private land which often changes from year to year.
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Public Facilities and Services
Introduction
Public facilities and services include all town, county, state and federal facilities and services located
in the Town of Newfield.
Town administered public and semi-public facilities and the services they render are located
primarily on Rte 11 (Water St.) and S. Effingham Rd. They include the Newfield Town Hall,
Newfield Fire Station, Newfield Rescue Service, Newfield Municipal Office, Newfield Village
Library and Reading Room, Line Elementary School, Line School recreation field , Newfield
Recycling Center and the Newfield Transfer Station.
Federal facilities are the Post Office that leases its building on Elm Street and South Effingham
Road.
Water Facilities
Under the Maine State Rules for drinking water supplies there are three different types of public
drinking water systems. They are:
Community Water System (CWS):
Serves water to 25 people, and/or 15 connections on a year-round basis, or regularly serves at least
25 year-round residents. (Example: water districts, water companies, mobile home parks,
condominiums, apartment buildings, and places of employment.)
Non-transient Non-community Water System (NTNCWS):
Serves 25, or more people four hours or more per day, four or more days per week, 26 or more weeks
per year. (Includes: schools, factories, office buildings, and facilities with 25 or more employees.)
Non-community System (NCWS):
Serves 25 or more people, and/or 15 connections for at least 30 days out of the year. (Includes
restaurants, campgrounds, summer camps, motels, etc.
Newfield does not have any Community Water System. Well head protection zones have not been
officially identified. There is one known Non-transient Non-community Water System (NTNCWS)
located on Water St. at the LINE Elementary School.
The Town has twelve dry hydrants that are maintained by the Newfield Fire Department.
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Sewerage
Newfield does not have a public sewer system. Residents and businesses rely upon individual subsurface waste
water disposal systems. These are predominantly single-residence or structure septic tank and leach field systems.
Solid Waste
Recycling
In the early 1990’s, the town of Newfield with the initiative of a group of resident volunteers started a recycling
project that consisted of an exchange of household items between residents of Newfield. This program was later
expanded to include a depository of returnable containers at the transfer station. Volunteers or town officials
would then transport these returnable containers for redemption and the funds from this redemption were placed
into the Town’s fuel assistance program. These successful programs are still active today.
Transfer Station
Over the years, Newfield has made attempts at providing environmentally friendly ways to dispose of solid waste.
The Town has transitioned from individual waste disposal in the 1940’s and 1950’s to Town operated open dump
sites in the late 1960’s, 1970’s and 1980’s to the current Transfer Station model which opened in 1988. The Town
owned and operated waste disposal sites have all been located in the middle of town on Route 11 (369 Water St.).
In 1988 the final open dump site (land fill) was closed and capped permanently and Newfield opened its current
transfer station located on Route 11 on a 21.3 acre site. The Transfer Station services approximately 1110
households and several commercial users in town. A “Zero Sort” program was started in 2007 as part of its
household trash disposal. The Transfer Station attendants operate out of a small building and a larger building built
in 2014 used for the household item exchange. There are two trash compactors for non recyclables and a third
compactor for Zero Sort items like, cardboard, office paper, newsprint, plastics and glass. There is a container,
purchased in 2018, for collection of household electronics and batteries. There is a fenced off area on a cement pad
for collection and recycling of waste metals and recyclable paint. There are two concrete pits one with two
containers for construction debris and the other for collection and burning of brush and lawn waste. The ash from
this burn pit is regularly tested, reported to the Department of Environmental Protection and disposed of by a
subcontractor.
Dump stickers are provided to taxpayers, fees are charged to residents for disposal of items like
construction debris, tires, appliances and furniture. Other income is received from redemption of various waste
metals, electronics and batteries. Subcontractors are paid tipping fees for compactors including construction
debris. Other cost for operation of the facility is per ton fees for waste, employee compensation, maintenance and
upkeep of buildings and grounds.
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Solid Waste Disposal & Recycling (Tons)
Year
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
Year
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
Totals
Avg. for 10 years

MSW
631.23
677.39
604.53
614.65
568.99
MSW
586.15
571.42
581.01
584.89
592.46
6012.72
601.272

Demolition
221.62
218.57
217.69
161.2
241.27
Demolition
182.92
214.93
236.71
221.51
263.26
2179.68
217.968

Recycled
64.16
68.36
68.07
66.05
71.66
Recycled
55.05
65.74
75.07
69.47
69.95
673.58
67.358

Total (tons)
917.01
964.32
890.29
841.9
881.92
Total (tons)
824.12
852.09
892.79
875.87
925.67
8865.98
886.598

% Recycle Rate
7.00%
7.09%
7.65%
7.85%
8.13%
% Recycle Rate
6.68%
7.72%
8.41%
7.93%
7.56%
7.60%
0.076018182

Source: Newfield Town Office and Pine Tree Waste
TRANSFER STATION EQUIPMENT
Item
Compactor #1
Compactor #2

Year
built/acquired
1988
1988

Condition
Good
Good

Attendants
Building/Shed
Recycling Building

1988
2014

Poor
New/Excellent

2008

Good

Zero Sort Recycling
Compactor
Source: Newfield Town Office

Last Improvement
annual preventative maintenance
annual preventative maintenance
New building to be built 2019 or 2020
2018- shelving, electricity, ceiling fans
annual preventative maintenance

Public Safety
Newfield Fire Department
Newfield has about 35 members in its all volunteer fire department. The department is responsible for fire
suppression, fire safety, and fire safety inspections. The town's public safety building was built by volunteers
in 1994 on land donated by the Moulton family and is located on Rte. 11 in the center of town.
The Newfield Fire Department has mutual aid with all fire departments in York County through a county
sponsored mutual aid agreement. The Newfield Fire Department works closely with all of their neighboring
departments and provides automatic mutual aid to some departments in some locations.
The Fire Department responds to approximately 80 calls annually. These calls run the gamut from structure
fires, hazardous conditions, alarms sounding, motor vehicle accidents, hazardous material spills and leaks to
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brush/grass fires. Calls have increased only slightly over the past ten years. The exception is that some years
have had more weather related calls due to storms.
Department members update skills by participating in department, area, regional and state sponsored training. All
members are trained to state and federally mandated standards. This amounts to several thousand man hours of
training each year.
The Newfield Fire Department is currently dispatched by Sanford Regional Communication Center. This
dispatch center is a local E911 Public Safety Answering Point and dispatches for many of the local area emergency
services including Acton, Alfred, Kennebunk, Lebanon, Limerick, Hollis, Newfield, North Berwick, Sanford,
Springvale, Shapleigh, and Waterboro, Maine. Dispatch services are charged on a per capita basis to each
member town.
Table 6.3 shows the Town of Newfield’s Fire Department's major equipment.

Table 6-3. Major Equipment
Year
Public Safety
Building

1994

Item
1998 Stewart & Stevenson
5 ton Forestry Unit

Condition

Use

In the process of
updating the roof
system

50-80 years

Heavy

Capacity

Year built/aquired

NA

2018 International
pumper/taker

20-60 years

2000

Good

20-60 years

New

20-60 years

2000

NA
15 packs

Expected useful
years

Good

Engine
1939 Chevy Pumper

Condition

2018

2018

1999 International pumper

SCBA compressor/tanks

Expected life of
building

Good

2000 International Pumper

1944 International Forestry
Unit

Last Improvements

Good

20-60 years

?

Good

20-60 years

1944

Fair

20-60 years

2018

New

SOURCE: D. Neville, Fire Chief , draft 1991 Comp. Plan, and Town of Newfield Audit 2015
Note: The 1998 Forestry Truck was acquired at no cost to the town from the state forestry unit.
Replacement of one of the pumpers is anticipated in 2028.
Public Works and Public Safety Equipment have 20-60 years of useful life.
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Newfield Rescue Service
The Newfield Rescue Squad is a private corporation and provides emergency medical aid and
transportation to medical facilities for the town of Newfield. The Newfield Rescue Squad shares the
Public Safety Building and some volunteers with the Newfield Fire Department. Call volume
averages between 180 and 200 calls per year, primarily covering Newfield. The rescue squad also
provides mutual aid to South Parsonsfield, Acton, Shapleigh and Limerick. Calls range widely from
minor to severe. In addition to responding to calls, the rescue squad has monthly training sessions to
enhance skill levels based on the license level of the provider. The rescue squad members are also
encouraged to attend local training sessions put on by other towns and conferences that the State of
Maine provides. The rescue service is supported through billing, tax revenue and voluntary
donations. The rescue department has a subcontracted billing service. Dispatch services are
contracted through Sanford Regional Communication Center.
In May of 2016 the town of Newfield voted to staff the public safety building 5 days a week, 8 am
to 5 pm. In June of 2018 the town voted to staff the station for weekend coverage which allows 7
days a week coverage, 8am to 5pm. The remaining hours of the day are volunteer based. Squad
members are paid a quarterly stipend when doing transports to the hospital. The squad’s future goals
are to staff the station 24 hours a day 7 days a week and to purchase new equipment as needed.

Ambulance Service Equipment
Equipment
International NavStar
International NavStar
Ford F-350 Squad
Zoll X-series
Cardiac Monitor
Zoll E-Series
Cardiac Monitor
Radios , pagers
Hurst Jaws of Life

Year
1998
2013
1989
2018

Condition
Fair
Excellent
Fair
Excellent

Useful Life
20-60 years
20-60 years
20-60 years

2009

Good

Various years
of purchase
2002

Various conditions
Poor

Source: Chief of Newfield Rescue Squad & Town of Newfield Audit 2015
Health Officer
The local health officer monitors the community for health risk trends. Newfield’s health officer is
appointed by the Municipal Officers.
The table below is a brief review of available health officer reports for the last five years.
Call Item
Septic gases
Rodents/Trash

2013
No records

2014
No records

Total of all calls
Source: Newfield Town Office
Town of Newfield Comprehensive Plan

2016
No records

2017
1

2018

1

1
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Animal Control
Newfield Municipal Officers appoint one animal control officer to respond to reports of animals
suspected of having rabies, to enforce laws regarding at large dogs and to perform other duties
assigned by the Municipal officers of the Town of Newfield.
The table below is a brief review of available animal control officer reports for the last five years.
Call Item
2013
Dogs at large
12
Cats at large
5
Dog bite
3
Misc.&Wildlife
32
Total of all calls
52
Source: Newfield Town Office

2014
12
6

2015
22
5

36
54

32
59

2016
11
4
1
7
23

2017
14
11
1
26

Police Protection
The Town of Newfield has no police department. Since 2013, the York County Sheriffs
Department primarily provides police protection with occasional support from the Maine State
Police. The Town of Newfield is currently covered by one full time (40 hours/week) deputy that
is simultaneously on zone patrol for the towns of Cornish, Limerick and Newfield. Calls for 911
are answered by Sanford Regional Communications Center.
Annual stipends are allocated for a constable, animal control, and health officer.
The table below is a brief review of available crime reports for the last five years. There are
many other types of calls that are combined to make up the total number.
Call Item

2013

Newfield Crime Reports
2014
2015

2016

2017

Motor vehicle
50
36
32
Accidents
Traffic safety
1
102
159
230
Enforcement
Domestic
14
16
15
Disturbances
Larceny, Forgery &
22
10
17
Fraud
Burglary
18
8
5
Criminal Mischief
2
9
9
7
Drugs
6
1
2
Total of all calls
3
963
1057
1750
Source York County Sheriff’s Reports and Deputy Baron August 2018
1 Includes: DTE, OUI, Traffic Violations, Traffic Stops and Traffic Control
2 Includes: Vandalism, Graffiti and other Damage to Property
3 The spike in calls from 2016 to 2017 is largely due to much larger # of building/area checks,(160 up to
557) much larger # of directed patrol assignments (38 up to118), and a larger # of motor vehicle stops
(143 up to 198).
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The York County Sheriff’s Department offers a “Contract Deputy Program”. This service offers
each community special contracts with the County Commissioners’ Office for static police
patrol services. Newfield does not currently participate in this program.
Emergency Management
The role of emergency management in the Town of Newfield is to safeguard the well-being of
the citizens and protect their property in times of disaster, no matter the cause. This is done
through County, State and Federal Mandates and regulations. Town emergency managers are
trained to these levels and work within the State and Federal National Incident Management
System. They also hold a local government radio channel which is available for communication
during incidents in Town.
The Emergency Management Director is appointed by, and works under the direction of the
Board of Selectmen. The Director is responsible for the design and implementation of the Town
Emergency Plan. This plan is periodically reviewed and updated as changes in the Town's profile,
methods of mitigation and resources dictate. The Emergency Management Director makes
educational materials available to the citizens of the Town to help prevent and to lessen the ill
effects of any disasters, as well as to promote a rapid return to normalcy. Working out of the
Public Safety building, the director has access to all available emergency needs and is accessible
t o the townspeople who need assistance.
Hospitals or Clinics
Newfield does not have any hospitals, clinics or other medical-dental facilities in town. The
nearest walk in clinic is Goodall Express in East Waterboro.
Table 6-5. Hospitals and Clinics Servicing Newfield
Location

Travel Distance

SMHC - Sanford

Sanford

17 Miles

SMHC - Biddeford

Biddeford

29 Miles

Maine Medical Center

Portland

37 Miles

Huggins Hospital

23 miles

SMHC Walk in Care

Wolfeboro,
N.H.
Waterboro

York Hospital Annex (walk-in clinic)

Sanford

21 Miles

Sacopee Valley Health Center

Porter

15 miles

Nasson Health Care Center

Springvale

16 miles

Great East Dental Associates

Springvale

16 miles

Village Smiles Dental Hygiene Care

Limerick

4 miles

Town of Newfield Comprehensive Plan
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Newfield Village Library and Reading Room
The Village Library and Reading Room was established in1886. It is a private Library that is
supported by local tax revenue, donations and fund raising activities. The Library has been
located, since 1990, in the west wing of the Town Office Building (former Elementary School)
on Rte. 11. It is run by volunteers including the librarian. Several years ago public buildings in
Newfield to include the Library were provided internet access at no cost.
The Library offers free WIFI, audio books and movies in addition to a good collection of
books. The Library hours are the same as the town Office hours. For more information can be
found at newfieldlibrary.weebly.com.
Town Government
All town government activities are centered in Newfield Town Office and Town Hall. The Town
Hall was rebuilt after the 1947 fire. The Town Office came into service a couple years after the
start of SAD 57. There is a secure area where town records are kept. A capital improvement
fund exists and building maintenance has been rejuvenated over the last few years. Buildings are
nearly all ADA compliant, works continues on this accessibility. Bridges, dams and roads are also
continually being monitored and budgeted for improvements. For further information on hours
for the Town Office, visit the Town website at: www.newfieldme.org.
The Town Hall can be rented for special events and is utilized by the BOS for bi-weekly
meetings, the Planning Board for monthly meetings and for larger meeting such as public
hearings and the Annual Town Meeting. No meetings are currently televised or videotaped.
Newfield's town government is run by a combination of elected and appointed officials and
volunteer citizen committees or boards. The elected officials are the three Selectmen, the Road
Commissioner, RSU # 57 Directors, Town Clerk, Treasurer, Tax Collector, Education
Scholarship Trustees and Budget Committee. The following municipal officials are appointed by
the Selectmen: Plumbing Inspector, Animal Control Officer, Health Officer, Registrar of
Voters, Code Enforcement Officer, Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, Comprehensive
Plan committee, Recreation Committee, and Recycling Committee.
Newfield has its annual business and budget meeting every March
Communication
Communications facilities serving the Newfield area are:
US Postal Service

Newfield

FairPoint Communications

Portland

Atlantic Broadband Cable Co.

Rochester, N.H.

Public Television

(Regional)

Network Television

(Regional)

WWSF, AM radio

Sanford

WXEX, FM radio

Sanford
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WSEW, FM radio
WGIN, AM Radio

Sanford
Biddeford

WCYY, FM Radio

Biddeford

The Waterboro Reporter, regional weekly

Waterboro

Sanford News, weekly newspaper

Sanford

Smart Shopper, regional weekly

Waterboro

The Shopping Guide, regional weekly

Cornish

Journal Tribune, daily newspaper

Biddeford

Portland Press Herald, daily newspaper

Portland

Newfield has one communication tower

Route.11 W.Newfield

Atlantic Broadband free internet access at Town Hall , School and Library

Education
Newfield is a part of RSU 57 since it formed in 1967. The district includes 6 area
towns: Alfred, Limerick, Lyman, Newfield, Shapleigh and Waterboro. The District schools
serving Newfield children are Line Elementary, Shapleigh Memorial, Alfred Elementary,
Massabesic Middle School and Massabesic High School. RSU #57 ranks among the largest
school districts in the State of Maine with a population of over 3,000 students. The large
geographic area of the six towns encompassing RSU 57 has earned the District the
distinction of having the second largest number of student transportation miles in the State.
The LINE Elementary School is in Newfield and was built in 1988 to serve the
children in grades K-6 from LImerick and NEwfield. It was built with a gymnasium and a
separate cafeteria along with a sizeable athletic field. The building is currently in good
condition. Building maintenance is an ongoing effort for all of the schools in the District.
School buildings are generally built to last 40 to 50 years. The Line School currently serves
students in grades pre K to 5. The school was built for a capacity of 400 which grew to 520
around the year 2002 with the addition of a pod of portable classrooms. The Line School
currently serves 350 students primarily from the towns of Limerick and Newfield.
Massabesic Middle School serves a student population in grades 6 - 8 for all six
communities. The Middle School is the newest of the school buildings in the RSU #57,
having been completed in 2006. The Massabesic Middle School has a capacity of 800
students. It includes a regulation size gymnasium and athletic fields suitable for softball,
soccer, field hockey and track and field.
Massabesic High School serves students in grades 9 – 12 for all six communities
serving approximately 1,200 students. The high school was built in the 1967. In 1984, voters
approved a substantial addition and remodel of the facility. Following the completion of the
Massabesic Middle School, the former junior high school located next door to the high
school was remodeled in 2007. It is now used by the high school and is known as East
Campus.
The district has capacity for growth. Most projections are for a decline in student
population over the next decade from the current enrollment of 3,068 to the range of 2,700.
Town of Newfield Comprehensive Plan
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Ten years ago RSU 57 had a population of 3,509. Student population is declining statewide.
The RSU 57 School Committee is composed of 18 members, 3 from each of the 6 towns in
the District. Originally each of the 18 members had equal voting rights. In the late 1990’s, the
voting was reapportioned to comply with the one man one vote rule in the U.S. Constitution. The
votes of individual members are now apportioned (also known as weighted votes) based on student
population.
The RSU 57 funding formula which was established by the Maine Legislature is based on
student counts and the Towns valuation.
As of the school year 2017-2018, the school district is reported to be on good financial
ground and the student growth data is showing signs of improvement. The district has seen a change
in demographics over the past decade, with an increase of students requiring more specialized
support services and an increase in students qualifying for assistance through free or reduced lunch.
In regards to Curriculum and Instruction, the school district continues to improve upon its approach
for all students attaining a higher education. The RSU community is committed to providing
learning opportunities that are student centered, allowing students to have more choice in the way in
which they demonstrate their understanding.
The district continues to provide a quality education in a safe school environment at a cost that is
well below the state average for per pupil expenditures. In the year 2016-2017 per pupil expenditures
for RSU 57 was $12,765.42.
More information on student growth data can be found on the district website at www.rsu57.org.
Table 6-6 shows total enrollments as of Oct. 1 for RSU 57 and Newfield students. Also included is
by grade information for Newfield from 2008 -2018 when data was available. The table also includes
Budget Commitment for RSU 57 local allocation and Newfield’s local allocation.
Table 6-6. Newfield Student Enrollment and Budget Commitment
Total RSU Newfield
57
pre K-5
Enrollment
**

Newfield H.S Newfield % of
RSU 57
Enrollment Total
RSU 57 Local Budget
9,10,11,12
Enrollment Enrollm allocation
ent
88
220
6.27% 17,364,626

*2008

3,509

NA

81

Newfield
Middle
(6,7,8)
School
51

*2009

3,461

NA

73

49

87

209

*2010

3,423

NA

76

41

82

*2011

3273

NA

67

41

*2012

3,270

NA

73

*2013

3,182

NA

*2014

3183

*2015

YEAR

Newfield
K-5

Newfield
Budget
Allocation

Newfield %
of RSU 57
Budget

1,411,356.94

8.13%

6.04% 17,628,936

1,397,412.67

7.93%

199

5.81% 18,202,488

1,501,421.35

8.25%

76

184

5.60% 19,525,162

1,597,377.85

8.18%

39

65

177

5.43% 19,896,730

1,625,154.95

8.17%

80

36

64

180

5.7% 20,487,824

NA

88

35

64

187

5.91% 22,196,761

1,688,041.48

7.60%

3,181

NA

86

35

61

182

5.7% 22,737,122

1,770,221

7.79%

*2016

3,099

**88

NA

35

57

180

5.8% 23,519,119

1,827,577

7.77%

*2017

3,068

**95

Na

34

48

177

5.8% 24,645,246

1,913,260

7.76%

25,488,775

1,942,551

7.62%

*2018

1,599,471.05

7.81%

SOURCE: RSU # 57 Superintendant Letters, Town Reports, Newfield Town Office, RSU 57 docuuments & Maine
Dept Education
* Resident Enrollment counts were used from Dept. Education. Resident Enrollment is based off where the
students parent/guardian reside as of Oct. 1 of each year. In 2014 Dept. Education data collection format
changed
** In 2016/2017 Budget year the district started educating Pre-K
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Human Services
The town appropriates approximately $5,000 annually for general assistance. The town
has a fuel assistance fund available. The general assistance officer reports a low
participation rate in these programs despite the high local housing costs. State services
are available through the State Department of Human Services. Newfield also
appropriates tax-revenue annually for the following services: American Red Cross,
Visiting Nurses Services of Southern Maine, Inc., Home Health, York County
Community Action Corporation, Southern Maine Area on Aging, Southern Maine
Parent Awareness, York County Shelters, York County Child Abuse and Neglect
Council, York County Counseling Services, Caring Unlimited, and Day One.
Newfield has two community churches, one Congregational on Maplewood Rd. and
one Baptist on Route 11.
The closest food pantries are located in Limerick and Wakefield, N.H.
Recreation
Newfield’s public recreational opportunities are limited to two town owned beaches with one
boat launch and Little Ossipee River with limited access. There is a recreational field at the
elementary school and some local hiking trails owned by the State of Maine and local Land
Trusts. There is a formal recreation committee which the legislative body funds at its annual
meeting. The committee is run by volunteers appointed by the municipal officers.
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Natural Resources in the Town of Newfield
Principal Watersheds
A watershed is the area of direct drainage surrounding a watercourse or a body of water. It is
bounded peripherally by a line beyond which water drains to other water bodies. Newfield has five
principal watersheds as shown in Figure 1.
Watershed One is the Balch Pond/Shapleigh Pond watershed, which drains northwesterly to
portions of the community including runoff to Folsom Pond and a swampy area northwest of
Folsom. Balch Pond, which lies along the course of the Little Ossipee River, is a large 704-acre
pond with 7.6 miles of shoreline and is split by the Maine-New Hampshire border. It is heavily
developed along its shoreline with several tiers of cottages flanking the shoreline in places. Water
levels are controlled by Balch Dam. It has an average depth of 12.8 feet with a maximum depth of
44 feet. Due to the Pond’s low oxygen content, management of game-fish species, such as trout and
salmon, is not recommended. However, the warmer species, bass, pickerel, and perch are relatively
abundant and are capable of maintaining their numbers without stocking. Invasive milfoil has been
a problem for several decades, and efforts are being made to control this invasive aquatic plant.
There are several lake associations on both the Newfield and the New Hampshire side of the lake
that raise money, manage the cleanup of the invasive species, and monitor the lake.
Shapleigh Pond, with an area of 80 acres and 3.3 miles of shoreline and a maximum depth of
17 feet, is also considered a warm-water species waterbody. The pond is largely undeveloped,
probably due to limited road access. About 25% of the shoreline in Newfield is developed.
Watershed Two serves the central and northwestern areas of the community, encompassing
Drew Pond, Rock Haven Lake (Adams Pond), and Symmes Pond. Branch Brook is a major
drainage course of the area, flowing from Rock Haven Lake to the Little Ossipee River through the
Vernon Walker Wildlife Management Area.
Rock Haven Lake has an area of 210 acres and 5.1 miles of shoreline that is about 30%
developed. The lake is dam controlled at Moulton’s Mills on Route 11. The slope is generally
moderate but steep in some sections. Maximum depth is about 22 feet and mean depth is about 11
feet. Fisheries management of warm-water species is recommended. There is a sandy public beach
on its east side for Newfield residents, along which there is a boat launch for residents of the town
and the public, since a vote that was taken at a town meeting in 2014 which transferred, by
easement, the boat launch to the State of Maine. There is a lake association, which inspects boats
being launched in the summer months. The association also does some water-quality monitoring.
Symmes Pond has an area of 36 acres, a maximum depth of 30 feet and an average depth of 14
feet. Symmes Pond is dam controlled at the pond outlet located adjacent to Route 11. Because of
decomposition of vegetation in the pond, a low dissolved-oxygen content has resulted, making
fisheries management of trout impractical. But there is a good pickerel population offering
fishermen a challenge. The pond is relatively pristine and undeveloped. During the last 20 years
there have been two subdivisions approved which has brought a slight increase in development to
date. A large wetland encircles the pond’s northern end. The slope is generally less than 8%. There
is a traditional-use carry-on boat access on the east side.
This watershed also includes Round Pond, Mud Pond, and Mann Pond. Gile, Knox, and
Zekes mountains carry runoff into this area toward the lake and ponds, which are connected by
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streams flowing to the Little Ossipee. Mud Pond and Mann Pond are located within the limits of
the Vernon Walker Wildlife Management Area and are protected from development.
Mirror Lake drains into Round Pond, Mud Pond and then Mann Pond. Mirror Lake has a
surface area of 32 acres and a maximum depth of 14 feet with an average depth of 8 feet. It is
recommended for warm-water game-fish management. The shoreline is about ?90%? developed.
There is a lake association that monitors the lake-water quality and does periodic surveys to monitor
invasive aquatic species.
The ponds, Round (3 acres), Mud (69 acres) and Mann (12 acres), are very shallow and have
very little development. They are basically perch, sunfish, and minnow ponds.
Watershed Two is separated from Watershed One by Mitchell and Bond mountains, which
drain northerly into Watershed Two and southerly into Watershed One.
Watershed Three, Poverty Pond/Harvey Brook Stream, serves the southeasterly corner of
the community. Picket Mountain, elevation 700 feet, is part of the westerly boundary of the area.
Poverty Pond has an area of 166 acres and a maximum depth of 17 feet. Perch, bass, and
pickerel make up the warm-water game-fish species. Management for trout is not recommended
(according to Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife) due to the warm water
temperature. About 90% of the shoreline is developed. Many of the homes are year-round homes.
A sandy public beach for Newfield residents sits on the north side of the pond. There is one lake
association that monitors water quality and does yearly surveys to monitor invasive aquatic species.
NOTE: Figure 1 represents partial watershed boundaries. Most are very large and go beyond the
extent of the Town of Newfield, and as such are not able to be shown on the map. Watershed
boundaries that go beyond the town line are shown with dashed lines.
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Figure 1
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Aquifers
Aquifers are geologic formations containing usable amounts of water. Aquifers are
traditionally found in two locations: saturated sand and gravel, and cracks in bedrock. These
groundwater aquifers are the source of water for individual private wells – the form of water supply
in Newfield. The aquifers in town are shown on Map 6. Information was obtained from the Maine
Geological Survey and high-altitude side-looking radar, both of which were interpreted by Robert G.
Gerber, Inc.
Glacial ice melt channels, which may have particularly coarse gravel, may be good high-yield
aquifers. These sites traditionally maintain yields of 10–50 gallons per minute. Sand and gravel
aquifers with higher potential yields exist primarily along water bodies such as the Little Ossipee
River and Rock Haven Lake. These aquifers have the potential of producing yields in excess of 50
gallons per minute.
The jagged straight lines shown on Figure 2 represent zones of above-average yield in the
bedrock aquifers. These lines show the intersection of lineaments – fractures in the bedrock. These
areas produce maximum yields when overlaid on sand and gravel aquifers. These lines can be seen
spread all over town, usually running in a north to south, and east to west direction.
There are three generalized soil types in town. Soil type 1 includes sands and gravels that are
derived from glacial ice contact deposits or glacial outwash. The recharge rate for this soil type is
1.03 gallons per minute/acre. Soil type 2 includes the soils developed on thick fine-grained glacial
lodgement tills, which are mixtures of sand, silt, clay, and cobbles. Its recharge rate is on the order
of .26 gallons per minute/acre. Soil type number 3 includes areas of sandy glacial till soils, with
areas of thin soil and exposed bedrock. This soil has a .36 gallon per minute/acre recharge rate.
Aquifer Analysis
Because Newfield presently does not have public water service, particular attention to the
preservation of potable ground water supplies should be a priority. Although there are a number of
major lakes and ponds, the concentration of development along the shores undermines, to a large
extent, the use of these water bodies as a potable water supply, thus adding to the importance of
protecting the aquifers.
Although many public water supply systems now avail themselves of water provided by lakes
and rivers, federal law requires costly treatment facilities of these sources before public use. As a
cost-saving measure, ground water sources which are not subject to the regulations are becoming
more attractive. It would seemingly follow that should Newfield be called upon to provide public
water to its residents, the aquifers would be the likely source.
Identification and protection of a future water-supply area makes sense for Newfield. Though
the town has no current town-water system, the need for one could develop in the foreseeable
future. Map 7 shows a generalized pattern of the best potential future water-supply areas. The
aquifer areas shown have the potential of yielding over 50 gallons per minute. They also show
where two or more bedrock lineaments overlap. Several of the potential bedrock sites would have
prime recharge in adjacent upland areas (outlined in the dashed lines), as well as the watersheds of
adjacent surface waters and overlying surface soils.
Newfield’s 5-10 Gallons Per Minute (GPM) rate for its aquifers is normal compared with most
of the state. According to Maine Geological Survey, in 2018 of all Maine Aquifers, 94% had flows
between 10-50 GPM. Small pockets of higher GMP rates can be found in Limerick (south of
Sokokis Lake), Limington (surrounding the Little Ossipee River) and Waterboro (in the town center
and south of Little Ossipee Pond). The town also has several bodies of surface water that the Maine
Geological survey deems not significant enough to determine aquifer status. These areas (shaded
yellow in Figure 2) are potential aquifers associated with the surface water.
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Water Withdrawal
The Town of Newfield’s Water Ordinance, otherwise known as the Newfield Water Rights
and Local Self-Government Ordinance was adopted in March of 2009 to protect the water rights of
the town and preserve its water-dependent natural resources. The town recognizes that water is
essential for life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness – both for people and for the ecological
systems, which give life to all species. In this manner, the ordinance mandates that all water is held
in the public trust as a common resource to be used for the benefit of Newfield residents and
ecosystems. Similarly, no corporation may engage in water withdrawals in Newfield unless done by a
municipally established authority, a nonprofit, educational or charitable organization, or by a utility
corporation, all of which would need to be operating under valid and express contractual provisions
entered into with the Town of Newfield.
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Figure 2
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Potential Pollution Sources
Once contaminants enter an aquifer, they are not easily or quickly removed. The location of
development, dumping sites, gravel pits, and the use of pesticides must be carefully analyzed in any
of these watersheds to prevent ground-water and surface-water pollution. This applies not only to
locations near water bodies but also to those that drain into brooks and streams terminating in lakes
and ponds, especially those with high-intensity recreation use.
The following is a list of possible man-made sources of groundwater pollution in Newfield
and their potential waste products. It also states the way in which each source is of
potential harm to the environment, especially aquifers, lakes, ponds, and streams.
Gas/service station – problems with: septic system, unsewered drains, dry well, underground tank,
hazardous material storage, and hazardous materials spilling.
Salt piles/sand-salt piles – leaching problems: increased sodium in drinking water, a hazard to
human health; increased salinity of lakes and streams, killing or weakening native species, such as
fish, frogs, and salamanders, and encouraging salt-tolerant invasive species such as Phragmites, a
large reed that grows in dense, extensive stands; corrosion of vehicles and infrastructure, such as
roads and bridges.
Auto repair/body shops – problems with septic systems, unsewered drains/drywalls, hazardous
materials storage. The waste produced includes: used lead-acid batteries, spent solvents, and
ignitable paint wastes.
Subdivisions – problems with septic systems, underground pipes and tanks, and urban runoff.
Fuel-oil distributors – problems with underground tanks and pipes, hazardous materials storage, and
hazardous materials spillage.
Gardening centers problems with leaching, fertilizers, pesticides
Transfer stations/Former landfills and dumps – problems with leaching
Appliance repairs – problems with septic systems, unsewered drains, dry wells, and hazardous
material storage. Wastes produced includes: used lead batteries, spent solvents, heavy metal wastes,
ignitable wastes.
Junk and salvage yards – problems with leaching
Machine shops – oils, cleaning solutions, lubricants
Cemeteries/Graveyards – problem with leaching
Sand and gravel mining operations – problems with hazardous material spills, groundwater
pollution.
Fertilized fields/agricultural areas – problems with leaching and soil amendment agents. Waste
produced includes: empty pesticide containers, and pesticides/herbicides.
Underground fuel tanks – problems with hazardous materials storage, underground tanks, and
hazardous materials storage. According to the Department of Environmental Protection, Newfield
has four of these tanks which were verified at different dates: 2 tanks at the K & D Corner Store on
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Route 110 (last verified in October of 1995) and 2 tanks owned by the York County Motorcycle
Club on Water Street (last verified in June 2018). Each organization has a separate tank for premium
unleaded fuel and unleaded gasoline.
Figure 2A is from the 1990 Comprehensive Plan and locates several operations in town that present
potential threats to the ground-water supply according to the Department of Environmental
Protection. Most were previous locations of underground tanks. The concentration of tanks at the
corner of Route 11 and Elm street, across the street from the Town Office was once known as “Tin
Can Alley”.
Per Acre Phosphorus Allocations – problems with phosphorous allocation, illustrated in the
Department of Environmental Protection’s chart, Appendix C, below.
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Figure 2A
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Wetlands
Wetlands, by definition, are areas that are too soggy to develop without expensive filling or
engineering. Wetlands are identified by non-permeable soils, water table at or near the surface, or
the presence of water-loving vegetation (rushes, cattails, red maple). Despite being difficult places to
develop, wetlands are ideal for many natural functions: Wetlands act as groundwater recharge and
cleansing areas; they provide habitats for rare and endangered plants and animals; they help to
maintain lake and river quality; they store and slowly discharge high water, thus reducing the
potential for floods; wetlands act as sediment retention areas controlling agricultural runoff; they
retain and transform inorganic phosphorus and nitrogen, thus slowing lake and pond eutrophication;
and they provide visual and open-space value. Along with aquifers, Map 4 also shows the wetlands
in town that are greater than 10 acres, as taken from the Maine Department of Environmental
Protection’s records.
Several laws regulate the activities that take place in or around wetlands. On the national level,
the Clean Water Act gives authority to the Army Corps of Engineers to regulate the dredging and
filling of wetlands. Maine has two laws that provide protection for wetlands. The first is regulated
by The Maine Department of Environmental Protection, and monitors the dredging, filling,
draining, and construction in or over, or within 100 feet of any wetland. There is also a requirement
under the Maine State Subdivision Law that states that all wetlands are to be shown on subdivision
plans. Locally, all areas within 250 feet of wetlands of 10 acres or greater must be included in the
town’s shoreland zoning provisions Vernal pools, or spring pools, are shallow depressions that
usually contain water for only part of the year. “Significant vernal pools” are a subset of vernal
pools with particularly valuable habitat, which may not be disturbed in an area within a 250-foot
radius of the high water mark. There are specific criteria to identify them. Significant vernal pool habitat
is protected by law under the Natural Resources Protection Act.
Newfield’s wetlands are shown in Figure 3.
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Figure 3
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Topography
Newfield’s topography is comprised of various slopes. It varies from hilly to steep slopes,
scattered throughout town. There are also many streams, rivers, and lakes which run throughout
town. The town’s topography is the result of the glaciers that ran over the surface of the earth,
depressing valleys, and depositing till, sand, and gravel. The topography of the town influences
development patterns, both man-made and by natural features. Slopes greater than 15% can limit
the land for development suitability, and soils steeper than 20% are prohibited by the Maine State
Plumbing Code from having any subsurface sewerage disposal systems. These steep slopes in town
are found in several areas: Picket, Knox, Gile, Bond, and Mitchell mountains. These places can be
seen on Figure 4.

Views from the Vernon Walker Wildlife Management Area. Photo Courtesy of Paul Schumacher,
August, 2018
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Figure 4

Town of Newfield Comprehensive Plan Chapter 7: Natural Resources

51 | P a g e

Land Cover
Most of the land in Newfield is still undeveloped, forested land. The development that has
occurred is in small village-type areas and spread along roads in town. Much of the remaining
forested land in town remains under Tree Growth. There are only a very few actively farmed parcels
left in town, yet there are still several large open fields and pastures, which add to the beauty of the
area. Newfield’s Land Cover is sown in Figure 5

Views from the Vernon Walker Wildlife Management Area. Photo Courtesy of Paul Schumacher,
August, 2018
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Figure 5
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Soils
Soils are, quite literally, the basis for all development. Soils vary widely in type from one part
of Newfield to the next. Some are gravelly, some are deep loam, some are rocky or full of clay.
Each of the different soil types in town represents unique suitabilities for land use patterns.
Construction of homes, septic systems, and roads on unsuitable soils can create defective structures,
increased construction and maintenance costs, environmental disturbances, and public health and
safety problems. Guiding growth patterns towards suitable soils, and away from potentially
undevelopable soils, will help to curb these significant negative impacts.
Figure 6 shows three very general breakdown levels of the soils in town: highly, moderately,
and least suitable for development. This information was derived from the York County Soil and
Water Conservation District’s Soils Suitability Survey. The system rates soils based on their
suitability for “low density development.” This includes single-family residences with basements
and septic-tank absorption fields, with or without on-site water sources.
Information was rated based on the soils’ suitability for septic-tank absorption fields, dwellings
with basements, and local streets and roads. Rating combines suitability based on depth to bedrock,
slope, and depth to the seasonal high-water table. The “development” classification compares all
soils to each other, and gives them a “score” of 100 to 0. All soils with a rating of 80-85 are shown
as highly suitable for development, all with a rating of 0 scored as least developable soils and all
ratings in between are moderately suitable. Also included on the soil suitability map are soils best
suited for agriculture and forestry practices. A listing of soils as well as soil maps can be found in
Soil Survey of York County, Maine, and their ratings can be found in Soil Potential Ratings for Low Density
Development in York County, Maine, publications of the York County Soil & Water Conservation
District, available for public use in the Newfield Town Office.
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Figure 6
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Wildlife Habitats
Vernon Walker Wildlife Management Area
A wildlife management area in Newfield and Shapleigh (seen in Figure 5) was established in 1952 by the
acquisition of 2,247 acres of land. Funding was made possible by the Federal government under the
Pittman –Robertson Act. An additional 1,707 acres was purchased from 1975 to 1980 through State
bonds. And in 2006 59.3 acres were added (the Hicks parcel), purchased with Land for Maine’s Future
funds. The Vernon Walker Wildlife Management Area (VWWMA) has a total area covering 5,617 acres, of
which 2,154 are in Newfield.
The area is heavily wooded with the major species being red pine, pitch pine, bear oak, gray birch, red
maple, aspen, balsam fir and white pine. Most is young and second growth forest resulting from the 1947
fire that swept the area.
There are approximately five miles of roads in the area, most of which are passable. There is a gate on the
Spicer Pond Road restricting access at this point.
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (IFW) has not updated the VWWMA’s Wildlife
Management Area Plan since 2007. According to IFW wildlife biologists, since then, the VWWMA had
two timber management projects at this property; most recently a harvest on 550 acres of Compartment 2
(seen in the map below) in the northern end of the property along Route 11. The objectives of this harvest
included creating some wildlife openings for landscape diversity and thin hardwood stands to increase
stand vigor and mast production. In 2006, IFW managed the red pine plantations in the vicinity of Mann
Pond with the intention of converting them to stands of white pine.
The most recent land acquisitions on the VWWMA include the James Parcel southeast of Abbott Mt. and
the Hicks Parcel, which includes the roadside field on Route 11 in the north end of the area. Primary
public access points are at the signed Spicer Pond access on Route 11 on the western side of the
management area. Gray Road bisects the management area and road and trail intersections permit public
access here as well. Access can be gained via Pitts Road., but there is no formal parking area, which IFW
has explored in the past. Another sign on Route 11 at the Hick’s Parcel permits good access to the
management area from the north.
Other uses include off road vehicle use, which has caused damage to roads and trails within the VWWMA.
Traditional, yet unauthorized 4x4 jeep and truck climbs on Mt. Abbott have caused erosion to occur. The
management area is popular with hunters; particularly deer, turkey and increasingly, bear. For fishing,
Spicer Pond is a nice trout pond and relatively remote by York County standards.
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Figure 7
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Compartment Boundaries of the Vernon S. Walker Wildlife Management Area
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The following are excerpts from the 2007 Wildlife Management Area Plan for the area written by Norman
D. Forbes, Biology Specialist:
Snowshoe hare occur on the area. The young growth hardwood-softwood association, which developed
after the fire, was highly beneficial to this species. Although the softwood stands are still providing suitable
cover, the majority of the hardwood has grown past the useful browse producing stage. Peak hare
populations occurred, on the area burned in 1947, during the late 1950’s and early 1960’s. Management for
this particular species will not occur directly but hare populations will benefit from wildlife openings and a
10-year timber management cycle directed toward producing an interspersion of forest types on the area.
Beaver and muskrat occur on the area. After the 1947 fire an abundant supply of food and building
materials became available and the area was closed to trapping until 1976. Since 1976, the management
area has been managed by partial closings and will continue to be managed in this way depending upon
beaver populations. The creation of openings and ponds by beavers is recognized, as an important benefit
to wildlife and beaver populations will be managed at high levels on the area. Nuisance beavers have been
transplanted onto the area and probably will be in the future in order to increase beaver in areas where
they are not found. Demand for beaver continues to be high and regulations will be set to prevent over
harvests. Stable water levels produced by beaver dams have benefited muskrats. Other than season
regulations, no specific management is required for muskrat or beaver at this time.
Otter and mink are found on the area. These species have also benefited from stable water levels created
by beaver dams. No specific management is planned for these species.
Raccoon, red fox, coyote, fisher and bobcat are also found on the area. Although there is no specific
management for these species, they are expected to increase as timber management creates an uneven age
forest.
Ruffed grouse occur on the area with populations remaining fairly stable due to the even age forest habitat.
The area has potential for management and in 1975; a 64-acre grouse management unit was set up. Details
are given in Appendix B-6. The statewide grouse management plan points out the need for habitat
improvement in Maine. Expansion of habitat management for ruffed grouse is planned for the
future.
Wood ducks, hooded mergansers and black ducks are residents of the area. Buffleheads and ring-neck
ducks have been observed in the fall. Nest boxes have been erected and maintained for hole-nesting ducks.
There is very little suitable black duck habitat on the area and no specific management for that species is
planned.
Although infrequently observed on the area, woodcock are both migrants and residents on the area. Welldrained, sandy soils do not lend themselves to woodcock management. However, small openings designed
for the benefit of grouse and deer would likely benefit woodcock as well.
White-tailed deer is the most important big game found on the management area and they use the area
year-round. During the late 1970’s and 1980’s this species had relatively low population levels due
primarily to a uniform habitat type resulting from the 1947 fire and heavy hunting pressure. Past
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management activities have benefited deer and continuation of forest timber stand improvement activities
will be directed towards enhancement of winter shelter quality and browse availability.
Aerial flights were conducted over the management area in January of 1971 to determine if deer wintering
areas existed on the area. Major deer activity was noted in the valley at the intersection of Branch Brook
and the Little Ossipee River, with minor movements on the plains area adjacent to Mirror Lake and Mud
Pond. Recent purchases have acquired a major portion of the deer wintering on and around Abbott
Mountain. Ground surveys of these areas have been done and will be conducted again in upcoming years
to determine relative population numbers, wintering area conditions, and predation.
Black Bear have occasionally been seen on the management area. Due to low numbers and low amounts
of quality habitat, no specific management is intended; however, future management may be achieved
through regulations.
Moose are occasional migrants onto the area, however, while no specific management for this species is
being considered, timber harvesting in more mature stands will provide better habitat. At the present time,
there is no open season on moose in this area of the state.
Turkey occur on the area. In the years since the mid 2000’s the turkey population has increased
dramatically and continues to grow. Hunters are allowed 2 birds in each the Spring and Fall
Seasons.
Trafton-Moore Bird and Wildlife Sanctuary
Another public parcel that provides wildlife habitat is the town-owned 16-acre Trafton-Moore Bird and
Wildlife Sanctuary at the intersection of Chellis Road and Elm Street. This sanctuary provides
opportunities for educational forest management and nature trails.
Other Public Land
Other public areas in Newfield include the Rock Haven Lake public beach, the Poverty Pond beach,
donated by the Towle family, and the West Newfield Park (a small park at the intersection of Maplewood
Road, Wakefield Road, and South Effingham Road).
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Land Use
Newfield spans approximately 21,120 acres, equivalent to approximately 33 square miles. Its
character is that of a rural residential community with several village areas that constitute most of the
town’s residential housing. These areas – West Newfield and Newfield Center – make up a small
percentage of the town’s land, and are surrounded by its two largest land uses – forest and rural
land. The town also has several Resource Protection Zones. Southeast Newfield, which contains the
Vernon S. Walker Wildlife Management Area (VWWMA), is the largest of these zones, with other
small areas in West Newfield and surrounding smaller waterbodies. These waterbodies include Rock
Haven Lake, Drew Pond, Folsom Pond, Smarts Pond, Symmes Pond, and Perry Pond.
Newfield’s low density is shaped by the town’s zoning ordinance, which has over a 1 acre minimum
for each of its 4 zoning districts. The Newfield and West Newfield village areas have the smallest
minimum lot size, at 60,000 square feet (1.37 acres). More rural districts allow for larger, single
family residences on lots as large as 5 acres. The density requirements and brief description of the
Newfield Zoning Ordinance are outlined below:
Newfield Zoning Requirements
Zone

Minimum Lot Size Minimum Lot Size
(Square Feet)
(Acres)

Minimum Road
Frontage (Feet)

Farm & Forest

217,800

5

300

Rural

80,000

1.83

200

Resource Protection

N/A

N/A

N/A

Village

60,000

1.37

150

1. Farm & Forest District – The purpose of the Farm and Forest District is to encourage the
continuation and further development of forest industries and agriculture within the town to
conserve tillable land for present and future needs. The district also serves to protect those
areas of town characterized by steep slopes and soils not suitable for intensive development
2. Rural District – This district is generally composed of those areas of town which are settled
but sparsely, are open or wooded and rural in nature and generally beyond areas that will
conceivably be served by public water and sewer. Thus, it is intended that open space,
agricultural and low density residential uses be encouraged since such uses tend to enhance,
reinforce and protect the rural, open space atmosphere now characterizing much of the
town. At the same time, it is intended to discourage the higher density development in those
sections of the town that are not best suited for such development and to which it would be
more difficult and expensive to provide essential services and utilities.
3. Natural Resource Protection District – The purpose of the Natural Resource Protection
District is to protect fragile, ecological systems, which if intensively developed or
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substantially altered, would damage water quality, wildlife, and aquatic habitat and biotic
systems, and ecological relationships. To accomplish this purpose, uses are permitted which
avoid disruption of the natural environment while allowing productive use to be made of the
land.
4. Village District – The purpose of the Village District is to preserve and promote the historic
concept of the villages as the center of the Town’s commercial and residential activity.
Growth
Newfield’s building growth by type is outlined in the table below
Year

New Homes

Mobile
Homes

Business/Commercial
Structures

2003

42

2

1

2004

17

0

1

2005

16

0

1

2006

12

1

0

2007

9

0

0

2008

6

1

1

2009

7

2

0

2010

No Data

No Data

No Data

2011

5

0

0

2012

8

0

1

2013

6

1

0

2014

5

1

0

2015

5

0

0

2016

2

1

0

2017

7

2

1

Totals

147

11

6

Note: “0” Values from 2003-2008 indicate 0 permits were issued by the Code Enforcement Officer. A “0” value from
2009-2016 indicates this type of permit was not listed on the Code Enforcement Officer’s Report. Source: Newfield
Selectmen’s Office and Code Enforcement Officer’s Reports. 2010 data was not available at the time of this document’s
production.
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Newfield Zoning Map
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Land Cover
According to Beginning with Habitat data (see Natural Resources Section, Figure 5), Newfield is
70.7% undeveloped land, with just under 30% developed.
Newfield has 1,811 parcels as of 2018 totaling 20,295 acres of land. 42 of these parcels (covering
2,544 acres) are totally exempt parcels. The largest parcel in Newfield is the Vernon Walker Wildlife
Management Area in the southeastern part of town, which spans 2,351.7 acres. Other notable land
uses include the York County Shelters Inc. property which occupies 97.7 acres and the Line
Elementary school in eastern Newfield which covers 19 acres. The Curran Homestead Village at
Fields Pond Newfield (formerly the Willowbrook Museum) covers 9.99 acres. 1
Many of the town’s tax exempt parcels include VWWMA, several churches, the Historical Society of
Newfield, the Newfield Village Library & Reading Room, and the Day Spring Masonic Lodge #107.
The town’s properties are also tax exempt. The major facilities this includes are Balch Dam, Rock
Haven Lake (Beach & Boat Launch), the old fire station, the town office, park monument, transfer
station, Poverty pond, the Trafton Moore animal and bird sanctuary, public safety building and
Newfield’s recycling exchange. 2
Newfield also has 2 gravel pits: Newfield Sand (Pepin) and FR Carroll. The Newfield Sand gravel pit
covers 296.9 acres of land – 5 acres of which is the gravel pit itself. The FR Carroll gravel pit
encompasses 322 acres of land, of which 100 are the gravel pit. 3

1

Newfield Selectmen’s Office
Newfield Selectmen’s Office
3
Newfield Selectmen’s Office
2
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